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Elements of a Good Timeline

1. Year of the event
2. Event name
3. Locality, displayed in reverse order

4. Citation
5. Transcription of the document
6. Age of the individual at the time of the event

Each event in a person’s life should be entered so it can be displayed chronologically.

What can a Chronology Do?

1. Displays migration.
2. Infers records that may not have been searched.
3. Provides a different perspective on a person’s life.
4. Ever tried to sort out a polygamous family?

Word Processor Advantages

1. Information is not linked to the genealogy computer program’s database.
2. Data would have to be entered twice: 1) genealogy computer program; 2) word processor.

Genealogy Computer Program’s Notes – Advantages

1. Very simple to develop.
 
2. The genealogy computer program can easily search the notes for clues.

Genealogy Computer Program’s Notes – Disadvantages

1. The information is “free-form” text. 
2. The localities, dates, event names, citations cannot be displayed in any other format in order to take 
advantage of other methods of analysis.

Genealogy Computer Program’s Events/Tags/Facts – Advantages

1. The information is “categorized.” This means that the program, and others, can take advantage of their 
unique features to analyze the data in different formats.

Genealogy Computer Program’s Events/Tags/Facts – Disadvantages

1. Not all genealogy computer programs use the events/tags/facts in the same way. Will information be lost 
or reorganized when transferring data?It may take more time for data entry, although in the end, there will 
be more advantages.



Example of a chronology in a word processor
Example of a chronology in a word processor

Historical Information

1. The Master Genealogist can automatically insert historical information into the individual’s timeline. 
See www.whollygenes.com

2. Genelines produces various types of charts, most of which can insert historical information timeline bars. 
See www.progenysoftware.com

3. Personal Historian, although intended to assist in writing personal histories, will generate timelines, and even 
insert historical information. The timelines can include several generations of family members. 
See www.personalhistorian.com.

4. www.OurTimelines.com produces a personalized timeline. Just enter basic information about
your ancestor, and it will generate a historical timeline.

5. Google it!



Example of a Chronology in Genealogy Computer Program�s Notes
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Example of a Chronology Report
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